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and devotion which they displayed to him, in the days
prior to his accession to the throne. But in the majority
of instances, the sometimes strange selection of friends made
by the emperor is attributable to the fact that the person-
ages to whom he accords his favor succeed in amusing and
entertaining him during the time that he is not occupied
with the cares of his empire.
Conspicuous among friends of this particular character,
is Baron von Kiderlen-Waechter, who holds the rank of
minister plenipotentiary in the diplomatic service of Ger-
many, and who was recently, and possibly still remains,
Prussian envoy to the Court of Denmark, but who is known
in the imperial circle at Berlin by the nickname of "Au-
gust/7 that being the "sobriquet" given to the clowns
belonging to variety-shows and circuses in England, Aus-
tria, and France. In fact, he certainly occupies among
William's immediate circle of cronies and associates the
position of court jester, and the emperor makes a point of
taking the baron along with him whenever he goes on his
annual yachting trips along the coast of Sweden and Nor-
way. The latter is the life and soul of these imperial
yachting parties, his witticisms, his antics, and, above all, •
his inimitable talent for mimicry keeping even the sailors
of the Hohenzollern in continual roars of laughter. Yet
he can be grave and dignified on state occasions, and when
one sees him at the Court of Berlin arrayed in full uniform,
his breast covered with decorations, it is difficult to realize
that this imposing-looking diplomat is the principal partner
of the autocrat of Germany in such juvenile games as " Hot
Cockles,'' which is a very favorite game on board the Hohen-
zollern, and in which the kneeling and blind-folded victim re-
ceives a terrific spank or smack, and then has to guess, under
the penalty of ridiculous forfeits, who it is that struck him !

